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5 
of the Houſe being underſtood that they would 
ſend any other perſon to Newgate ; at length the 


r 
appearance of gentlemen, and who had, as it is 
univerſally believed, paid for their admiſſion, to the 


r contrary to the repeated and poſitive 

orders of the Speaker. This being premiſed. 

thoſe broken parts of the ſpeech will be connected 
©, 


= 


for the reaſon given 


and poſſibly with the 


* C : 
* 
* 1 


introduction of here and there a word that Mr. | 


Orde might not have uſed at the time. 


Mr. SPEAKER, | 

I HAVE no doubt that I ſhall receive the ſame 
indulgence I have been accuſtomed to in this Houſe, 
the ſeveral times that it has been my lot to trouble 
them. I never felt ſo much as I do at preſent. 
I ſhould be ſorry indeed it ſhould be imagined, 
that any — 2 of the apprehenſion J feel, 
ſhould proceed from any doubt or diffidence ariſi 
in me from the true merits of the queſtion that 


am now to take the liberty to propoſe. Sir, I will 


own that under every apprehenſion that I, ma 
have, I feel at the ſame time a very great ſatiſ- 
faction, that the time is at laſt come in which I 
may have an opportunity to ſtate things as they 
are—to. endeavour to call upon gentlemen to con- 
fider things without prejudice, or without alarm. 
I feel myſelf under peculiar circumſtances in this 
caſe; becauſe of the — delays that have un- 
avoidably ariſen. As far as I am concerned in this 
buſineſs, it has been moſt the object of my wiſhes 
to bring forward the opportunity, in which I might 
attempt to remove every kind of apprehenſion and 
miſconception ; and at the ſame time I muſt con- 
ceive myſelf in ſome degree perſonally intereſted, 
becauſe from ſome things that have dropped, I may 
have imputed to me ſome” ſort of inconſiſtence.— 
I truſt however it is unneceſſary to remark, how 
extremely eſſcniial it is upon ſubjects of this _ 
= | . t 


— 


l 


f F . 
2 "of 

1 

that every F mind of 
every thing he may have heard before, and at the 
ſame time without being intirely prepared, and 
provided with facts. In regard to myſelf, I ſhould 
very ſorry indeed it ſhould be ſuppoſed I brought 
myſel 4 forward in any degree from an impertinent 
reſponſibility, -yet. I can never wiſh to decline in 
the fulleſt and ampleſt manner any reſponſibility. 
I ſtand here openly and fully to declare myſelf the 
aſſertor of the ſlice and fairneſs of the Propoſi- 
tion I ſhall and have now in my power to lay be- 
fore you. I ſhould almoſt hope it might not be 
imagined I acted merely officially, and that I meant 
to ſkreen myſelf in what is put into my harid, and 
that my mind did not go with it. I declare in' the 
face of this country, it is due to them, I wiſh it 
to be heard in another country, on no account 
whateyer - would any conſideration induce me to 
ſtand here, unleſs my heart could ſuggeſt to me 
I had a good cauſe to maintain. I think it might 
be almoſt neceſſary to take ſome little reyiew of 
what has been done, that we may come to the con- 
ſideration for a moment of the real ſtate of the 


, queſtion, and the ſituation in which we now find 


ourſelves. In order to form an RE upon the 
ſtate of this important queſtion, I have heard it 
frequently ſaid of late, that this Houſe could 
hardly be conceived competent to conſider any 


thing but the eleven propoſitions that went from 


hence, that this Houſe was intirely pledged to 
them, and could liſten to nothing elſe. I am con- 


fident gentlemen will ſee I am well warranted in 


that point not to ſeek to lead them into a pledge to 
the eleven propoſitions. From the nature of tranſ- 
actions of that kind, there muſt be ſome ſhades of 
difference. I undertake to prove that the eſſential 


parts of thoſe propoſitions, which appeared to meet 
A2 r 


the concurrence of this Houſe, are ſtill in hein 
* wer to maintain. Sir; I really cannot conceive 
that when we look back * a moment to what was 
done in the outſet of this buſineſs, it is poſſible for 
any gentleman to conceive that parliament ſhould MY * 
conſider itſelf ſo abfolutely pledged, as that there 
ſhould not remain an —— for diſcuſſion, in 
conſequence of the very ong proceedings, and con- 
ſideration of the ſame queſtion on the other ſide of 
the water. I will not take upon me“ to make 
any compariſon of a proceeding of a ſimilar na- 
ture. I cannot find out any thing fimilar. Sir, I 
with to remind the Houfe of a matter that ſeemed: 
to make ſome impreſſion upon . capes minds F. 
L am very much obliged to the honourable gen- 
tleman who has endeavoured to give me ſome relief 
on this occaſion, becauſe I muſt own I have no 
kind of wiſh or deſire to attempt to introduce 
whatever I have in ſtudied language, or with an 
avowed parade of words, but to ſtudy to make my 
N to the judgment of the members of 
this Houſe, who ſit here the repreſentatives of their 
country, and to decide upon the very important 
queſtion touching its intereſts in every reſpect. I 
with to confine myſelf to that clear explanation, as 
may do me at leaſt the credit with them to ſuppoſe 
I wiſh to convince, not to miſlead. I wiſh to ob- 
ſerve it might be poſſible that ſome impreſſion 
might ſtill remain upon gentlemen's minds in re- 
gard to their ſituation, ſitting in judgment upon a 
matter which has paſſed through fo many differ-. 
1555 ent 


# pre there was an interruption. _ | | 

+ Here Mr. Orde was interrupted by the Provoſt, who deſired 
the windows might be ſhut. Mr. Flood, Lord Irnham and others, 
contended that 'the air would become poiſonous if the windows 
were ſbut, After ſome altercation, and ſome humcur about chang- 
ing places, Mr. Orde proceeded, 
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occaſions. I wiſh to return to the real Rate-of 
e queſtion: I will not now deſire the addreſs of 


the laſt ſeſſion to be read, nor will I remind gen- 


tlemen exactly of their reſolutions in conſequence, 


becauſe of this I have had an opportunity of trou- 
bling the Houſe before, as I take for granted their 
ecollection is fully impreſſed with it. I wiſn to 
underſtood at the ſame time; I have no idea of 
its wiſhing not to maintain the eſſential parts of 
their propoſitions; at the ſame time, I beg leave 
to conſider, whether it is right or wife in policy; 
it ſhould confider themſelves as ſolely pledged to 


\ thoſe points, but not as to other points equally in- 


tereſting to them; and in a matter of this ſort, 
where not only the juſtice, but the liberality of 
each country ſhould wiſh no advantages ſhould be 
taken on either ſide, particularly that no advan- 
tages. ſhould be taken of them, they would wiſh 
to have it appear, that the whole ſubject is fairly 
diſcuſſed, and that the propoſitions may be fully 
cleared of every doubt, and every obſcurity. It is 
with that view I wiſh- to take up the time of the 
Houſe to liſten to what I have to propoſe. It will 


de a perfect felicity to me, if I ſhall be enabled to 
bring this matter to ſuch a point, that the Houſe 


and the Country may judge exactly what it is, be- 
reft of all the prejudices and mi ſeonſtructions that 


have hung upon it. It has been ſaid, that though 


2 reat Britain herſelf, or the parliament of 
reat Britain, is not pledged, yet that government 
was from which it originated. | 

I never wiſh, nor ſhould I be authorized, if I at 
tempted it, to take off the ſhare of that fort of 
pledge which government might be ſuppoſed to 


ave in the introduction of this buſineſs ;' it was in 


conſequence of the deſire of the Houſe the matter 
was undertaken. Moſt certainly it was undertaken 


by 


my 
* 


by the government on both fides according to the 


"wiſh expreſſed and declared, to which they made 


der, that in ſtating this wi 


no ſcruple; but ir is abſolutely neceſſary, -at the 
ſame time that I am begging gentlemen to conſi- 
ith the concurrence of 
overnment, I could only go to a certain length, 
it was the ground-work. Government on both 
ſides certainly wiſhed it might turn out the foun- 
dation, upon which to build an edifice that might 
contain in it ſtore of benefits and happineſs to both 
countries. I have no ſort of queſtion but that 
will be the caſe, becauſe however miſtaken I ma 
have been in regard to matters and other materials . 
that have been uſed in this buſineſs, I am conyinced 
they will find them all congenial to thoſe originally 
laid before you, and not one that can in any 
give an idea, that this building ſhould not be fixed 


upon a ſtable foundation that may ſtand the teſt 


of ages. Sir, I wiſh at the ſame - time I avow the 
concurrence of government, that jt ſhould receive 


a a juſtification of the conduct they have purſued. 


I am convinced, before I fit down, it will be in 


my power to ſhew, that their conduct towards this 


Country and Great Britain has been alike friendly, 
becauſe I again and again wiſh to impreſs it upon 
the minds of gentlemen (unneceſſary however as it 
is) it is impoſſible in a buſineſs of this kind to con- 
ſider partially either one ſide or the other, where 
they mean to draw together, to conciliate, and to 
cement the intereſts of both, and from that cement, 


from that maſs to form a whole, that I hope is to 


laſt for ever. In order to form any idea of govern- 
ment upon this occaſion, it will certainly be neceſ- 
fary to form ſome idea of the difference between 
one country and the other, from whence they may 
in one point ſee the actual ſituation on one ſide, 


and alſo what are the ſentiments on the other; 


with 
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with that view the miniſters on the other fide have 
conducted this buſineſs, and perhaps I may ſay 
POO ſolely for the purpoſe of + collecting the 
entiments of this kingdom, by giving an opportu- 

| ory for diſcuſſion. I hey thought it n y and 
wile to bring in a bill, in order in one view to re- 

preſent the true ſtate of the queſtion, as it appeared 

to them, and a thorough explanation of ev 

matter which had gone through a variety of diſ- 
Sir, it is impoſſible that in a matter ſo compli- 
cated as this is, there ſhould not be ſome difference 

of opinion, and indeed it is unneceſſary for me to 
repreſent it to gentlemen, who from a long ſtate oſ 
the queſtion muſt be ſenſible there is a conſidera- 
ble difference. between the two countries, and of 
courſe one matter of complaint: I think rather 
precipitate and not well founded, that complaint 
was, upon the want of hearing evidence when we 
formed our firſt reſolutions, that is, the propoſi- 
tions, upon which we. have drawn together the 
ſentiments of both, and reduced the whole into one 
point of view. It will be remembered, that in re- 
ality the circumſtances were. extremely different 
between the one and the other. On this ſide, gen- 
tlemen will recollect what it was that led to the 
addreſs that received the unanimous approbation 
of this Houſe. They will recollect, that complaint 
was made, that'it was utterly impoſſible to proceed 
in a courſe of uncertainty, and conſtant diſpute in 
regard to the many points of commercial arrange- 
ment left unfiniſhed. We remember, that intenti- 
ons of that ſort had abſolutely been in agitation, 
and particular points that had been repeatedly diſ- 
cuſſed, had been repeatedly poſtponed, becauſe it 
was neceſſary to bring the matter to decide upon 
the whole in one large view. I will own, as * as 
was 


1 va eortpetent s judge, it met my idea in 
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Houſe ftated, the governments of the two coun- 
tries certainly propoſed the propoſitions, but ger 

tlemen will at the ſame time recollect, it was their 
defire that 3 might be digeſted, and 
brought into fhape for their conſideration, that 
they might determine. upon it as a matter of their 
own. In conſequence of that, what came from 
this Houſe was to be conſidered as the propoſitions 
they expected from the other fide ; at leaft what 
might be conſidered as the object which they look - 


ed to, and to which they deſired the aſſent of Great 


Britain; with whom they were to enter into a ne- 
2 The nature of their expectations all 
ed to conceſſions from the other ſide. There were 


very few indeed of thoſe propoſitions that were 


not advantageous to this country; therefore, 
Sir, the matter to be heard here was indeed ſmall, 


| becauſe, if I recollect right, almoſt the only caſe 


.naw—_ 


upon which evidence was deſired, was in regard to 
one which certainly was not made a part of-the 
reſolutions. But gentlemen concurred in prefer- 
ring the general buſineſs, looking upon that as 
referable to a partial advantage which might lead 
o many inconveniencies. Then, upon that account 
it became neceſſary on the other fide to call in 
more evidence, as to what they could not recede 
from, what reduction could take place. what 
changes might be expected, what at leaſt had re- 
ceived the force of prejudice, if nothing elſe, to 
make it a matter upon which that country was ex- 
tremely alarmed. That being the nature of the 
diſcuſſion of this queſtion, the queſtion was cer- 
tainly different : What was ſubmitted was nothing 
9 | but 


regard * 
; therefore 1 very early for one gave 
my aſſent to it all, as it was to lead to the proceed- ©. 
ing that followed. In conſequence of what this 
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t. * 
we nue ſor the e lanation, of man 
ts, and which Great Britin Was to aue 
far ſhe could accede to, and how fir not, 1 75 
* the law might be drawn in form, and ſo 
ſubmitted to general conſideration. Sir, this in- 
deod has very poſſibly been the ground of proceed- 
ing: on the other ſide, and of courſe has led to a 
variety. of modifications and conditions, and which 
L have not the leaſt kind of doubt of explaining t 
be hothing more than muſt neceſſarily ariſe from 
a matter of this ſort, and which muſt after all 
completely acknowledged to reſult only from the 
Propoſitions ſubmitted to them, which they have 
;unanimouſly. declared to be the foundation of the 
bill they haye now brought in. The bill is ayow- 
.edly; founded upon the original ropolitions | ſe t 
from this country. Sir, the confide eration of a a 'bi | 
(has this further , adyantage, . which reſolutions in 
that ſtate could not poſſihly have, as it contains he 
nature of the compact, and the condition u 
which * it =. to be e e and 90 m 11 


—— Fa form of, 8, 1 and or it to 
be. -prinied, they have then Dy: waſting. to 
is 


regu to, the fur ther, progre ls in this buſineſs: 


country that ben might not appear to carry on 
the buſi bulineſs thro h to. 8 deliberation, 7 


at the ſame. time they leave the queſtion open 
l dale any ſug ſuggeſtion. that may. de from 
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hence, and by that means be more likely to bring 


the whole to a fair unanimous concert between 
them. I, therefore, certainly ſhould very much 


wiſh to bring our proceedings to a point of a ſimilar .. 
kind; then ſurvey, and fee how intirely we meet 


together, whether after all there. is any point of 
difference between us that is likely to occaſion 
prevention to the completion of the buſineſs. I 
am not myſelf aware of any material objection 
againſt this mode of proceeding. At the fame 
time, as the Houſe has had this matter ſo often in 
diſcuſſion without giving my ſentiments upon it, 
J muſt now fay, I have heard an objection a few 
days ago againſt bringing in the bill, becauſe it 
ſhould ſeem to pledge this _ ; it ſhould ſeem 
to preclude examination; that I hay 

tion to hurry the buſineſs through without con- 
ſideration, and in the mean time Great Britain 
remain free, after this country ſhall be pledged, 
to refuſe her aſſent to any thing that might ſeem to 
come from hence. I am ſorry to have heard it ſaid, 
Sir, all Great Britain has done with regard to this 
country is to ſuggeſt ſome modification in regard 
to the propoſitions that went from hence. Now, 
Sir, in anſwer to this objection, in regard to the 
- preſent motion, I beg leave to repeat what I ſaid 
before, and I declare upon my honour, that nothing 
ſnould ever induce me to bring forward a queſtion 
of this ſort, which comes before the Houle after 
the deliberations of the other ſide, unleſs every 
poſſible opportunity can be my in this country, 
that we ſhall collect, as well as we poſſibly can, 


every ſentiment upon it of every perſon intereſted in 
the concluſion of it, and form our judgments 
thereon upon the moſt material, and moſt reaſon- 
able evidence we can poſſibly procure. A bill'fo 
'far from precluding examination, it was one of 


the reaſons that induced us to bring it to that 2 
f e 


e it in inten- 
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We can be no more liable to miſconception and 
miſconſtruction. One reaſon, I own, weighs with 
me for endeavouring to bring this matter in the 
ſhape of a bill, that we may know what we really 

do mean, is no longer alarming. In reality, Sir, 1 
cannot believe that this country (which has ever, 
and I am convinced will ever ſhew a warm diſ- ; 
ſition, and I may ſay will ever ſhew herſelf a 
end to her own intereſts in ſeeking to tie cloſer 

the bands of connexion with her ſiſter country; 
when an object of that fort is a ſubject of delibera- 

tion) will ſeek to catch at little trifling objections 
or matters of miſconception, when there ſhould be. 
a competition in both to remove every thing of 
that kind. That if we are not to come to the con- 
cluſion, that we are perſuaded in reaſon that we 
cannot—that we may not be the dupes of defgning 
people. Sir, I have yentured, wiſhing at the ſame. 
time. moſt certainly, it ſhould not be conſidered 
I. reſt upon the conſideration of my own words: 
I have taken the liberty of my. ſituation. to uſe: 
Lhave declared, I never would be an inſtrument 
to introduce into this Houſe any thing that could 

be derogatory to the conſtitution, of — country: 


. * 


I u mean that conſtitution which this country has 


aſſerted, and which has been fully recognized on. 
the other ſide ; which conſtitution has been newl 

recognized. I am certain this country will think 
it unneceſſary, becauſe of all nations in the world 
they would be moſt reluctant to believe, that Great 
Britain, after having given a full aſſent to the de- 
termined, decided, marked conſtitution, and in- 
dependent legiſlative rights of this country, would 
ever attempt any thing ſo ridiculous, ſo wild, ſo 
abſurd, ſo ungenerous; I know not what words 
to put it in, it is ſo irkſome, and eſpecially at ſuch _ 
2 moment as the preſent, when we are upon a 
be: N 3 queſtion 


een i wen che e 


 queſtibn; of good faith, and to draw cloſer” the 
bands of union. If any thing I ſhall introduce" 
Nl bear an interpretation of an attempt of that 


ſort, I have no authority to do any. thing of fc 


a*niture: I ſhould web; inft-anthority'1f T at?” 


tempted to do fo. 1 tine moſt'certaink 0 for ſome”. 


time paſt endeavoured to iritteat gentlemen to delay” 
coming into any conſideration upon tliat queſtion. 
I haye however at the f. ſame time endeavoured” tu 
perſuade them, that I 
of avoiding examination, but'becanſe- I did not 
wiſh to introduce a premature and partial diſcuſs 
on.” I now wiſh to invite examitiation; I' wiſft⸗ 
E. accom pliſhment of the buſineſs'tb depend u n 
the tefolt bf our well weighet'deliberations: 
itis in 0 to che accompliſtittent I would 'wif 
that we might re 12 our p 8 0 in this? 
bülinels; and WHen i 8 iberty to. 
move for leave to 19 75 effectuate the 
ſettlement” of the trade and ers on 


Tear Fritain atid Ireland, upon j juſt and equĩtab 
periefit 0 of bot 
countries. 


11 ſhall defi re to take tlie fene of the Hbufe 
ard to the: mode of out proceeding, 
0 7 1 What ſtrikes me would lead: to our 
general wiſh 1175 the queſtion might be SY ht 
115 Circulation for general eren. 
Nabel I ſhoult' win thar this buſineſs ou 
ave the ſtamp upon it of the full proof that” 


0 with the diene of both countries: att 


reality, Sir, this matter catinot be paſſed' throug 
füch Abalry on either fide, but thatareview n 
E had of. it; hoping, indeed that after all when 


Took at the atter in this Point of view, we 
5 ſee we dtaw very neat; arid f might B 


vine enough to Hope there is littte or do dif- 
ference 


did it ' not from any motive 
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ference between us: | Sir, another ubjection L have 
Heard ſtated againſt a proceeding; of this kind, that 
it might ſeem to pledge the people of this country. 
ilff Great Britain ſtopping, might remain tree, . 
and poſſibly malie an alteration in our proceedings. 
I beg gentlemen to conſider for a mument what is 
the real ſtate of this buſineſs; and whether: after 
all: it could be poſſible, that in any thing upon 
which it was ſo neceſſary to collect the ſenti | 
of-ttie two countries, and when in the concluſion 
of a buſineſs of this ſort ſo much caution and vigi · 
latiee ſhouldi be exerciſed; a more clear and un- 
&quivoeali mode could be purſued. What do 
we do in bringing in a bill; and paſſing a bill? 
How are we 10 confider- this? It can be nothing 
more tan in the ſhape of a propoſition, Certainly 
opoſitions might be'nearer to the real point, be- 
aul 2 them 15 r It is ot _ 
confequenee that we ſhould act upon terms of for- 
mality. It is drawing nearer — 
ußpes which we have formed an opinion. Sir, the 
nature of a bill of this ſort moſt certainly is to col= 
lect the opinion, and deliver the opinion of the 
people of this country, and ſending that forth, it 
Ceati have no operation whatever until it is — 
itito confit mation by ſome proceeding on the other 
fide. I 6 to conſider after all; hat- 
ever their ideas may be of following this mode 
throughout on one ſide and on the other, I cannot 
cohcerve; for one, that it ſhould preclude the hring 
ing this matter to an iſſue happy and fuvourable to 
both / cquntries. They will think that mode which 
is moſt likely to accompliſh that end the beſt. 
Whew F 'confidet the bill, E conſider; it as one, 
wherever the bil that Parliament could not 
poſſibly vary ix till that country ſhalt reconſider 


any variation, if any, and confirming it under ſuck 


cir- 
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ircumſtances of proceeding on the other ſide, as 
by agreeing to a bill ſimilar to that; if it differs in 
any reſpect, unleſs that difference ſhall be con- 
firmed hereafter, the matter has no force. The 
| object may be to draw nearer, that if any point of 
difference, there ſtill remains an eaſy way of 
bringing that to diſcuſſion. So far from any alarm 
to be taken at any idea of alteration, ſhould any 
ariſe, I cannot conceive any, except to correct any 
miſtake that, God knows any body whatever, even 
the Parliaments of both countries, may be liable to, 
at leaſt in a mere ſketch of the buſineſs. I can 
conceive no objection or no difficulty there can be 
in this country to proceed by way of bill, becauſe 
of any alteration ; becauſe: the power of making 
alterations on the other ſide muſt be favourable 
to this country; becauſe you may be open to make 
an alteration in this country, when we proceed to 
a diſcuſſion in this buſineſs. Conſidering therefore 
the bill on the other ſide as a bill brought in by the 
Miniſter there, it certainly is to be conſidered as 
a deduction from the proceedings here: and the 
ideas there formed by government they hope may 
be the reſult in the ſhape: of a bill, and probably 
receive the confirmation of the Parliament of that 
country. I wiſh we may alſo proceed to reduce 
our ideas into the ſhape of a bill, and that I may 
be allowed to —— in that bill ſuch an explana- 
tion of our reſolutions, and ſuch modifications, as 
may be a full and fair accompliſhment of the ſyſ- 
tem Low Juſt and equitable principles, for, the 
mu benefit of both countries. Sir, I wiſh, 
therefore, that it might be conſidered that this 
bill ſhould profeſs and be found to contain certain 
ingredients that might recommend it to the adop- 
tion of this Houſe, if it ſnall appear to be formed 
upon the principles of our own reſolutions; one 

| that 
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that whateyer addition, modification or regula- 
tion, of what nature ſoever, might have that 

certain appearance and 'that certain proof, that 
they were for the mutual benefit of both coun- 
tries, and to complete the ſyſtem upon juſt and 
equitable principles for the mutual benefit of both 
countries. Sir, they ſhould certainly alſo be 
.clearly conſiſtent, or indeed clearly conducive to 
the commercial intereſts of this country: it ſhould 
be conſiſtent with the moſt ſacred regard to the full 
- preſervation of the conſtitutional independence of 
the legiſlature of this nation. Sir, it is upon thoſe 
grounds, and as far as may be reconcileable to 
them, that I wiſh for the approbation of the Houſe 
to the bill I beg leave to bring in. I will not take 
up the time of the Houſe in reminding them of the 
real neceſſity there was for a ſettlement of this 
-kind, and particularly to this country, where, from 
the continual diſpute, cavil and continual uncer- 
tainty on points of commerce and trade, her in- 
duſtry was cramped, and the country deprived of 
the uſe of it. Under ſuch circumſtances it became 
naturally a queſtion, (and particularly in the ſitua- 
tion both countries have been placed, from ſome 
late inaterial events in the ſyſtem of commerce and 
policy in the world) that we ſhould clearly under- 

; Rand the nature of the connexion that ſhould ſubſiſt 
between us; and that therefore we ſhould draw 
cloſer the bands of union, and endeavour to lay 
the foundation for a ſtronger and more common 
cauſe. Sir, in reality it was not one country or 
the other that was affected by this alternative, but 
both; and none but foreigners could rejoice and 
profit by it. One great object muſt be to endea- 
vour to form ſuch a ſyſtem as to put an end to all 
jealouſy between us, and make good our cauſe 
againſt every other quarter that may endeavour to 
gain advantages over us, with regard to * 
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and matters of trade. Sir, it was upon this x ant 


; Fapprehend, the addreſs: and reſolutions that fol- 


lowed them were formed. Sir, the object ofahoſe 


reſolutions, I believe, was in the firſt place, to 


open a communication between the two coun- 
tries upon a free and more equal footing 
For that purpoſe it is propoſed to- remove pro- 
hibitions and — duties, Which certain- 
Iy the jealouſy and the prejudices of the other 
country had for a long time maintained, in or- 
der to command to ourſelves ſeveral advantages of 
that ſort, which might be ſafely, and certainly, fair- 
b N eres mutually to both; Sir, it was 2 
Jed to induce Great Britain to agree to the ſcheme 
of equality upon imports and exporis upon ſome 
footing of this ſort, -and it was under this endea- 
voured to obtain an equally favourable conſtruction 
of the navigation acts, in order to admit this coun- 
try to a participation --of the market of Great- 
Britain, in the ſame manner as this country. τ] 
open to her. Sir, it was intended alſo to gain ſecu- 
rity and permanence to the intereſt that fubſiſted 
between this eountry and Great- Britain, in regard 
to the export of manufacture. 
It as al ſo propoſed to give a conſtant prefer - 
-ence to the articles of the trade and manufactures 
of the woa countries over others; but the effect of 


that upon Great Britain muſt be, in one material - 


"Inſtance, that ſhe muſt give it in ſome reſpect to 
inconvenience herſelf. - It was propoſed at the 
fame time that in return for objects conſidered fo 
: ddvantageous,' a return was expected. And what 
Was that return? but a fair and equal aſſiſtance in 
con ſequence of the benefits that might be derived 
from a fyſtem of this ſort, to the general objects 
of the ſtrength and welfare of the empire at large: 
This was by the appropriation of the- . 
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the hereditary revenue under certain limitations 
and conditions. There were ſome matters ſtill rey 


maining, announced at the time, but could not be 
brought into conſideration, particularly with re: 
gard to the Eaſt India trade; and it was at 7 
lame time gbſeryed, that conſiſtent with the par- 
ticular eircumſtances under which that trade Was, 
the ſame notions might be followed of putting it 
upon an equal footing between the two countries. 


” S - 


Sir, theſe are I believe, the general circumſtances © 
under which the — — made to Great 
Britain: And I again beg leave to ſay in one word 
only, that I could not certainly conſider them any 
more than as propoſitions with. the concurrence gf 
the goyernmenton both ſides, with the approbation 
of the Houſe, which were held forthas the means of 
leading to a treaty, which might end in a complete 
fettlement of the commercial arrangement between 
the two countries. I could certainly have ky vr 
it was poſſible to form this ſettlement upon till 
more liberal principles, as it might have been con- 
ſonant to the feelings and ſuppoſed friendſhip of 

th countries, that every fort of diſtinction might 


4 — — wiped away from among them, and that a 
communication of every article might have been 


made between them. It is not ne for me to 
ſhew the many circumſtances which have prevent- 


ed that. It becomes therefore neceſſary to look far 


ſomething as near it as poſſible, and to fix a ſyſtem of 
equality upon ſome ſtandard nearly brought to that 


idea of general intercommunication. Sir, in con- 


ſequence of this, the propoſitions that led to an 
immediate reduction of duties in Great Britain, 
pere moſt certainly received with alarm there, 
and indeed it was very natural it ſhould, becauſe 
we were all aware how particular intereſts were 
influenced, becauſe each looks at the ſubject with 

C © a partial 
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a a partial view, and cannot be immediately brought 


to conſider it as a ſubject of general utility. Under 


theſe circumſtances, the ſituation of the miniſter 


in the Houſe of Commons, who withed to carry for- 
ward this buſineſs, became certainly extremely diffi- 
cult: it was his duty, and he could not refuſe to 
liſten to the opinions formed upon thoſe matters by 
-thoſe who were generally intereſted; it was im- 

oſſible that in ſome inſtance he ſhould not ſeek to 

orm ſome modification to quiet their apprehen- 
ſions, at the ſame time not to diminiſh, or intrench 


upon the advantages he meant to confer to this 


country. If I was to go into any hiſtory of this 
buſineſs, I might really ſhew that the miniſter on 
that occaſion certainly reſiſted in many more in- 


ſtances than he was induced to give way; and in 
reality if he had coincided to every point, the mat- 


ter would have taken a very different ſhape indeed. 
But withſtanding every matter he could, and 
making ſuch modifications, I am confident there 
came out a ſyſtem which when ſeen, and fairl 
-confidered, will be found as advantageous to this 
country as it was before, and in the condition, 
there is nothing more but what reſults from the 
ſyſtem itſelf, and which I am confident this coun- 
try will adopt with the utmoſt readineſs, and that 
'a full participation of commercial advantages ſhall 
be received and enjoyed under the ſame-circum- 


ſtances Great Britain herſelf can enjoy them, 


Sir, in this cafe I am ſure it will be well remem- 
' bered, that the miniſter, in conducting this buſi- 
neſs, laboured under very great diſadvantages. He 
had not only to withſtand the force of prejudice 
and jealouſy, but he had to withſtand the force of 
the oppoſition, who - endeavoured to increaſe all 
thoſe difficulties, and at the ſame time put this 
moſt ſtrong of all difficulties in the way of remov- 


ing 
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ing the jealouſy of the le of Great Britain, 
that they ſtood up alone for the intereſts of Great 
Britain, and that their perfect determination was, 
never to conſider it with a view of further benefit 
to the commerce of this country. In every buſi- 
neſs of this ſort I am ſure it will be the opinion of 
this country, of this houſe, the repreſentatives of 
the country, that we ought to look upon the whole 
in a large and liberal view. It is impoſſible to form 
any judgment of the benefits of this complete 
22 y entering minutely into the detail; and 

ough there may be particular inſtances in which 
by minute compariſon there may be circumſtances 
of inequality, it by no means follows, that it is 
on the ſide on which it ſeems to be, but that on 
the contrary there is more than an equivalent made 
for it in the general comparative view. Sir, the 
view of the Engliſh bill moſt certainly, as far as 
many of its proviſions can be adapted to this coun - 
try, encourages me to hope, that propolitippg of 
that kind may be reduced into the ſhape of a bill 
that will meet . the ideas of this country. There. 


is one circumſtance that regards the ſurplus of the 


hereditary revenue, and the two laſt propoſitions. 


that went from this country; but this circumſtance. 


of alarm, and which, indeed, I ſhall liitle fear to 
deprive us of the covenant, I poſtpone, and con- 
fine my attention to the real ſubject, as reſolutions 
have been multiplied from the reſolutions that 
went from hence to the number of twenty. Now. 
Sir, this certainly was a great boaſt of thoſe who 
oppoſed the proceedings of the miniſter, that, by 
this means, and artful amendments which they pro- 
poſed, and endeavoured to carry, and in ſome in- 
ſtances thought they had ſucceeded, the event 
was, they have ſo 9 the ſyſtem, as to be- 
come an object of yr 6g to this country, with- 
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out allay ing the difcontents there. 1 am con- 


vinced it is impoſſible that ſuch an attempt as 
that ſhould ſucceed here. In the courſe of the bu- 
ſineſs there muſt be more proper opportunities to 
ſhew; when we 'cotne to conſider it ; I truſt we 
ſhall ſee all the objects of detail that compoſe this 
buſineſs. Sir, much has been ſaid that n this buſineſs 
there are conditions introduced, Wich ate indd- 
miſſible, as inconſiſtent with the conſtitutional 
izhts of this country, as incotiſiſtent with the com- 
ercial. Sir, there certainly were conditions pro- 
poſed,” but I believe it will be remembered that 
_ conditions were reſiſted. I can have no ſcru- 
ple i {oying, thi many muſt have proved inadmiſ- 
ſible here, uſe they tended to take away the 
commercial rights'of the country, though I will by 
no means ſuſpect the intention was to involve us 


in any conſtitutional * — However in regard 


to ſuch conditions as I ſhall have the honour to in- 
oduce; I will venture to aſſert, that there ſhall be 
ne which may not appear fairly and juſtly to ariſe 


from the nature of the ſyſtem before us, and which 


might be couſidered as the conſequence of it. Sir, 
the propoſitions that were made in Great Britain as 
far as we can underſtand; and collect from them, 
and tlie bill that is brought in, ſeem really to be 
an afſent to thoſe propoſitions, upon certain condi- | 
tlons; which were brought in here ; and therefore, 
Sir, it is well to conſider what the nature of thoſe 
conditions are, in order to qualify us to ſee whe- 
ther they are not of ſuch a nature as I have deſ- 
cribed, and by no means diminiſhing the advan- 
tages held out. Sir, am convinced, that when it 
ſhall be + rpm > that the teſt to which I wiſh to 
reduce this is, that this country fhall enjoy the full 
participation of the benefits held out to them ſimi- 
lar to thoſe ſhe herfelf enjoys them under, there 
cannot be poſſibly any difficulty in the caſe, if I 
| | can 


„4 


ſible, 


f a 

cun prove alſo, chat under ſimilar conditions, under 

that * of trade as now enjoyed, it is impoſ- 
t 


t in whatever light it may be looked upon 
with regard to the advantages, or diſadvantages of a 
commercial bargain, that it ever can he looked upon 
as a queſtion of legiſlature or a queſtion of conſtitu- 
tion. There is nothing new in this buſineſs from the 
covenant of the arrangement of the trade which 
was made in 1780, except with regard to the en- 
largement of the benefits that ariſe from the pre- 
ſent, and the nature of the condition. I mean in 
the extent of it, as nothing making any difference 
in a conſtitutional or legiſlative way. If Ireland 
continues at this moment to agree to be bound to 
enjoy the trade to the colonies under the condition 

1780, there can be no poſſible queſtion; that ſhe - 


can agree to the condition of this moment. I could 


wiſh to know, ini what way it would be poſſible to 
avoid fome condition of this kind. Suppoſe the 


—— were upon the eleven propoſitions, and 


ey were to be carried into effect, I wiſh to know, 
how that could be done, except by a condition ſi- 
milar to this? And that ſo long as the benefits of this 
fettleinent ſhould be enjoyed by this country, fo 
long they will enjoy them upon a certain condition, 
which they will have it in their option to forego, 
or not ; the- whole queſtion being their not conti- 
nuing to find it a more favourable thing to continue 
the condition, than give up 'the benefit. But in 
any thing that I ſhall propoſe at this minute, and 
wiſhing that the advantages may be increaſed as 
much as —＋ and have a thorough inveſtigation, 
FE wiſti only ſtill that this country may continually 
have in their option a preference of parting with 
them, rather than ſubmit to ſuch conditions as 


| ſhe may find inconvenient to her. In ſaying that, 


I have not the leaſt apprehenſion of weakening, 


and invalidating anotlier principle of this ſettles 


ment 
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ment. The principle of permanence to be founded * 


upon juſtice; an equal principle for the mutual benefit 
of both countries. So long as it will bear that teſt, 
and I hope it will ever bear that teſt, ſo long I wiſh 


it may be permanent, - ſo long it certainly will be 


permanent, becauſe it certainly will be drawn clo- 

er and cloſer. Habit will confirm that which 
ſpeculation and good opinion firſt formed, and af- 

ection will tend to cement and bind up the whole 
for ever. I venture to ſay, that in reality if we 
were to proceed now to carry into effect, to paſs a 
bill to enact our own eleven propoſitions, I can- 
not conceive how it could be done without enacting 
conditions, that it ſhould be incumbent upon. both 
ſides to perform the conditions. There can be af- 
ter all no other difference but this, which I invite 
this Houſe and the country to conſider, whether 
the terms may not be ſuch as may be compared 
upon this ſtipulation to be upon the whole for the 
mutual benefit of both countries, and certainly + 
for the advantage of this. Sir, Ido not at all at- 
tempt, becauſe in reality I think it ſtands upon ſuch 
ground it is unneceſſary, to go into the hiſtory of 
treaties of this nature, becauſe you have a prece- 
dent of your own exactly in point. So far from 
your being called upon to bind your poſterity to 
the edicts of another country, that you certainly are 
not otherwiſe than as you may find it your intereſt ; 
and believing it will turn out to be your intereſt, 
I have no ſcruple in ſuppoſing that you will find 
yourſelves willing to agree to the conditions I ſhall 
propoſe, becauſe money bills being annual, the du- 
ties muſt come annually under conſideration : you 
will be continually enabled to conſider the queſtion, 
whether you are not enjoying the benefits; and if 


you find yourſelves hurt, you are continually in 


poſſeſſion of the power to relieve , yourſelves 
from it. Sir, looking upon the matter in this light, 


, 
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(and, Sir, when it is conſidered it will be found to 

be ſo) and indeed for that purpoſe, I ſhall certain- 
ly have no kind of ſcruple, if thought neceſſary ; 
having this view in propoſing it, 1 am ſure the 
Houſe will in no degree ſtart at a propoſition de- 
claring, that this Houſe and this country would 
ever maintain the full exerciſe of their legiſlative 
and commercial rights. When I ſhall have the 
honour ſoon to ſtate to the Houſe one or two of 
the clauſes which I would ſuggeſt upon this occa- 
ſion, in order to carry into execution this object, 
they will then have an opportunity of judging, 
though in a curſory. way, of the nature in which 
I would opens to take this, and in what terms, 
to take off every poſſible impreſſion from the mind 
of any member. It is impoſſible I can have any 
ſcruple to ſatisfy the leaſt ſcruple that is of a na- 
ture ſo honourable to thoſe who feel it. I would 
wiſh very ſhortly, and I aſſure you it is very ſhort- 
ly indeed, to take a view of the two bills, as they 


relate particularly to the ſubſtance of the eleven 
reſolutions that paſſed this Houſe. 


In regard to the firſt reſolution, 


Reſolved, That it is highly important to the 
« general intereſt of the Britiſh empire that the 
* trade between Great Britain and Ireland be en- 
* couraged and extended as much as poſſible; and 
* for that purpoſe that the intercourſe and com- 
0 merce be finally ſettled and regulated on perma- 
« nent and equitable principles, for the mutual 
„ benefit of both countries. | | 


That contains merely a general idea, and is in- 
deed compriſed very much in what I ſhall beg 
leave to propoſe as the title of the bill. T 


With 


With regard to the ſecond, 8 


: 

Reſolved, © That towards carrying into full effect 
*« ſo deſireable a ſettlement, it is fit and pro 
*« that all articles, not the growth or manufac- 
«© ture of Great Britain or Ireland, ſhould be im- 
ported into each kingdom from the other re- 
«« ciprocally, under the ſame regulations, and at 
* the ſame duties, if ſubject to duties, to which 
«« they are liable when imported directly from the 
place of their growth, product or manufacture; 


* and that all duties originally paid on importatian ec 
**-into either country reſpectively, ſhall be fully 40 
* drawn back on exportation to the other” - > a 40 

Sir, this propoſition is carried into full effect un- by 
der the idea that I have inthe bill to be brough 1 
into this Houſe, except in regard to Eaſt India " 


goods, which are proyided for elſewhere, -and 
which certainly ſtand upon a particular footing by 
themſelves. There are alſo ather exceptions, f 
which will be very clearly explained with regard 
to ſmuggling, which is an inconvenience to bot 
countries, as foreign brandy, foreign rum, 
articles of that kind. . | OT 


The third reſolution reſpects the trade of na- 
tive produce, ib x 85 
Reſolved, That for the ſame gue it is 
«© proper that no prohibition ſhould exiſt in either 
* country againſt the importation, ufe or ſale of 
*« any article, the growth, product or manufacture 
„of the other; and that the duty on the impor- 
* tation of every ſuch article, if N to duty 
*in either country, ſhould be preciſely the ſame 
« jn the one country as in the other, except where 
an addition may be neceſſary in either country, 
t in conſequenee of an internal duty on any ſuch 
* article of its own conſumption.” F 
ir, 
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Sir, this reſolution I would propoſe to carry 
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into effect, with a ſingle exception with regard 


tg corn, meal, and ſuch objects of that kind, and 
ſo ſuch prohibitions merely qualified in their 


nature in regard to the prevention of ſmuggling. 


Sir, the fourth reſolution propoſes, 
% That in all caſes where the duties on articles 


of the growth, product or manufacture of either 


e the kingdom into which they 


country are different on the importation into 
the other, it would be expedient that they ſnould 
** be reduced in the kingdom where they are the 
*«. higheſt to the amount payable in the other; and 
that all ſuch articles ſhould be * from 
be imported 
*« as free from duty as the ſimilar commodities or 
home mauufacture of the ſame kingdom.” 


This, for the preſent, I would propoſe to be ar- 
ranged in a manner that may make it ſubject to 
future diſcuſſion, to be brou 4 before this Houſe. 

It is neceſſary that we ſhould fix upon ſome cer- 
tain period, at which this ſubject ſhould com- 
mence. No time appears ſo proper as that, when 
in conſequence of the declaration of the freedom 
of the conſtitution of the country, there was alſo 
a reſolution taken that it would be proper to pro- 
ceed to a final and liberal adjuſtment. FM. Flood 
ſaid acroſs the Houſe, ** permanent connexion”. ] 
It is no great matter: that ſeems a period very 

roper to draw the line. Having immediately be- 
ore come to reſolutions reſpecting the conftitu- 
tion, this matter was referred to the conſideration of 
the throne, as a matter to be put immediately under 
his paternal care and affection. I take for granted 
there can be no queſtion, that this had a commer- 


clal object in its view, — courſe taking it up 


- from 
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from that period; that is a proper period. on 


that account it may make ſome difference be- 


tween that period and the preſent ; therefore it is 


propoſed, that in the reduction there ſhall be a a 


certain per centage in this country to the amount 


of ict per cent. u ſuch articles as had 10k. 


But I would propoſe that there might be an a 
pointment of certain 'commiſſioners, that might 
the ' countervailing duties; to whom it 


2 be referred to ſtate the particulars with re- 


to thoſe, and ſubmit the grounds upon which 
they make their report, when this Houſe will 
determine upon the particular objects with a view 


to the fair principle of equality between the two 


countries. 


Sir, the fifth reſolution is, 107% cop 
| Reſolved, © That for the ſame purpoſe it is 


« alſo proper that in all caſes where either king- 


*« dom ſhall charge articles of its,own conſump- 


— 


tion with an internal duty on the manufacture, 


«« ora duty on the material, the ſame manufac- 
„ ture, when imported from the other, may be 
* charged with a farther duty on importation to 
„ the lame. amount as the internal — on the 
«« manufacture; or to an amount adequate to 


% countervail the duty on the material; and ſhall. 


* be intitled to ſuch drawbacks or bounties on 
% exportation as may leave the ſame ſubje& to 
no heavier burden than the home made manu- 
« faQture; ſuch farther duty to continue fo long 
* only as the internal conſumption ſhall be charg- 
„ed with the duty or duties to balance which it 
* ſhall be impoſed, or until the manufacture com- 
ing from the other kingdom ſhall be ſubjected 
there to an equal burthen, not drawn back or 
«*« compenſated on exportation.” BR 


I need 


„ere, 


* neceſſary farther that no prohibitions, or new 


I 27 1 
1 need only ſay I ſhall hath to carry this end 


poſition 1 into execution. 


Sir, the ſixth tene „ 


Reſolved, ** That in order to give. 
« to the ſettlement now — . 
« it is neceſſary; that no prohibition, or new on 
% additional duties, ſho be hereafter impoſed 
in either kingdom on the importation of any 
article of the growth, product or manufacture 
of the other, except ſuch additional. duties as 
may be requiſite to balance duties on internal 
60 5 tion, nne to Tas: foregoing reſo/ 
46 ution ; ; ii 7; th 11. 1 


This alſo is a matter I would propoſe mary to 
be cbaſirmed. | 


The ſeventh reſolution N ONES 
| Reſolved, « That for the ſame baupels it is 


. . 
" * + x 


«* or additional duties, ſhould be hereafter imp 
in either kingdom on the exportation of any 
« article of the native growth, product or ma- 


- '* nufacture, from thence to the other, except 


« ſuch as either kingdom may deem expedient 
from time to ny NN corn, meal, malt, flour 
«'and biſcuits ; ſo except where there now 
« exiſts any prohibition which is not reciprocal, 

« or any duty which is not equal in both king- 


« doms; in every which caſe the prohibition may 


e he made reciprocal, or the duties raiſed ia as 


* to make them equal.” 1 


There is another exception in the propoſitifn 
6 —_— where there now exiſts any prohibt- 
« tion, &c.“ 


D 2 | Now, 


i 


Now, Sir, I am very free to own in this caſe, 
I ſhall propoſe an alteration which may at the firſt 
appearance ſeem to be a departure from that equa- 
lity, which is the principle upon which we go. The 
Houſe, I hope, will be induced to agree to it uon 
that very principle. In regard to the differences 
that ſubliſt between'the two — and which are 


to be looked ſor in that very reſolution, the particu- 
lar object is the export from this country of wool- 
len and worſted yarn, which are prohibited to be 
ex ported from Great Britain, that no new prohibi- 
tion -ſhall hereafter take place upon export.— 
When it is conſidered what is the effect of this 
reſolution with regard to this country, w it ties 
up the hands of Great Britain, and prevents Great 
Britain from depriving this country of many uſe- 
ful articles for the ſupply of her own manufac- 
tures, from which ſhe might have had a revenue, 
and a check upon this country, it is therefore a 
fair and equal arrangement; in the ſtate of the 
wo manufactures, Which are to be attended to, 
ere is that kind of difference in favour of this 
guntry. ' I am convinced they will ſee this in a 
air and equal light; the linen manufacture is ſe- 
cured duty free for ever in Great Britain. Great 
Britain has ſome equivalent for herſelf. The du- 


ties could not be arranged, if there was not ſome 


inequality with regard to the raw materials. In 
this only light conſidering her, it is fo far from 
being any diſadvantage to this country, that they 
cannot have after this ſettlement in their power to 
prohibit the export; I have been convinced from 
every thing I have heard, that it would be a diſad- 


vantage to this country to prohibit the export of 


thoſe articles from this country. | 
The 


* 


2 
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The eighth reſolution propoſes a regulation. 

Reſolved, © That for the ſame purpoſe it is ne- 

« ceſſary that no bounties what ſoever ſhould be 


- * paid or payable in either kingdom on the expor- 
* tation of any article to the other, except ſuch 


as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour and biſcuits, 
and ſuch as are in the nature of drawbacks, or 
compenſation for duties paid; and that no boun- 


ty ſhould be granted in this kingdom on the 


exportation ot any article imported from the 
* Britiſh Plantations, or any manufacture made of 
*« ſuch article, unleſs in caſes where a ſimilar 
bounty is payable in Britain on exportation from 
* thence, or where ſuch bounty is merely in the 
* nature of a drawback, or compenſation of, or 
* for duties paid, over and above any duties paid 


„ thereon in Britain.” 


It certainly ſecures many material advantages 
you, without this alteration, might be attempted 
to be deprived of. The ſupply of coals, ſalt, hops, 
bark, and many other objects, are ſecured to this 
country. Therefore the eighth reſolution, Sir, I 
would certainly introduce into the bill as a funda- 


mental condition. 


Sir, by the ninth an effectual preference is 
given, &c, | 

Reſolved, © That it is expedient, for the gene- 
ral benefit of the Britiſh empire, that the impor- 
* tation of atticles from foreign ſtates ſhould be regu- 
s lated from time to time in each kingdom, on ſuch 
terms as may afford an effectual preference to the 
* importation of ſimilar articles of the growth, pro- 
% duce or manufacture of the other.“ UTE 


Sir, 1 need not remind the Houſe of the ſecu- 
rity thus given to the linen manufacture of this 
country; it certainly will be an object of the 

| greateſt 


greateſt conſequence, and of courſe when this mat- 
ter comes to be conſidered in the ſchedule pro- 
poſed for that purpoſe, it will be for the conſi- 
deration of the Houſe to ſay, whether it will be 
for the benefit of the manufactures of this coun» 
try. is 117 13 2 


The tenth reſolution reſpects the internal ceco- | 


nomy of finance. N a 
Reſolved, * That it is efſentral to the commer- 
<« cjal intereſts of this country to prevent, as much 
eas poſſible, an accumulation of national debt; and 
* that therefore it is highly expedient that the an- 
* nual revenues of this kingdom ſhould be made 
« equal to its annual expences.” 


The eleventh reſolution is, n 46 
Reſolved, That for the better protection of trade, 
e whatever ſum the groſs hereditary revenue of this 
„kingdom (after deducting all drawbacks, repay- 
* ment or bounties, granted in the nature of draw- 
backs) ſhall produce over and above the ſum of 
*« 656,000). in each year in peace, wherein the an- 
** nual revenue ſhall equal the annual expence, and 
* ineach year of war, without regard to ſuch equa- 
* lity, ſhould be appropriated towards the ſupport of 
« the naval force of the empire, in ſuch manner as 
*« the Parliament of this kingdom ſhall dire.” 
Gentlemen will remember it was certainly an 
additional reſolution, not originally propoſed here; 
and in reality a regard to the finance of this coun- 


try is a material regulation for this country, tho 


certainly connected with the ſyſtem, and in a great 
meaſure ariſing from it, nothing can more convince 
me of the benefits that can ariſe from the whole 

buſineſs than that this has been one of the conſe- 
quences of it. It does credit to the honourable 


ac an it oo ͤ , ao. 
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gentlematn'® who ſuggeſted it. I muſt take this 
rtunity of ſaying, in alluſion to ſomething 
that fell the other day, that there was in this and 
the. conſequent reſolution a pledge given for the 
abſolute performance of every part of thoſe propo- 
fitions. Now, Sir, I moſt indiſputably conſider 
this as connected with the fifth reſolution, but as 
affecting this country for its advantage, whether 
this reſolution were paſſed or not. This was the 
140,000). granted to Great Britain, whereas it is 
only a mode of bringing within a certain annual 
revenue, of reducing the debt of the country, and 
tending to keep it continually down ; that con- 
nected with the following reſolution will have that 
effect, I hope, and will tend to that end. I moſt 
certainly mean to introduce into the bill a-full con- 
firmation of thoſe two reſolutions. The eleventh 
I ſhall propoſe under the limitation and condition 
under which it was confirmed in this Houſe.— 
Some explanation is neceſſary, to be ſet right with 
regard to the wording of it in the bill, and with 
regard to the object that was meant. (I forget the 
particular words that the annual revenue ſhall be 
equal to the annual W N ; to ſet right a mat- 
ter of opinion of the Houſe, that we may not con- 
tinually be liable to the means of infraction of this 
ſyſtem. The annual revenue might not amount 
to the ſum given, for, without the fault of any body, 
a mere accident in the collection. I underſtand 
under the idea of an annual revenue, the annual 
eſtimate confirmed by the annual ſupply. | 
With regard to the particular mode, I ſhould 
wiſh it may be conſidered in the- bill. It will be 
reaſonable, that the object was certainly in this, 
an object of the expence of the country in time of 
peace generally, and in time of war an exception 


* Right Hon. Mr. Grattan. 
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to this general rule, not ſtipulating any thing in 
regard T tho war.. But it 15 impottible 1o/Fore — 
in an annual eſtimate, any certain amount of ex- 
nce they might think it neceſſary to incur under 
uch circumſtances as were, not 'forefeen in the 
eſtimate, or provided for in the beginning of the 
year, whatever is made the ſubject of the eſtimate. 
of the year. I would propoſe. that the ſurplus, of 
the hereditary revenue, being made an object to be 
appropriated to the expence of the navy, ſnhould 
depend upon the eftimate of the expence agreeing 
with the report of expence ; if any exceſs, it 
ſhould be deducted out of the ſurplus of the here- 
ditary revenue. I have no ſcruple, and I with to | 
ſee has carried into execution, becauſe it muſt be | 
the fault of the government itſelf in caſe any ex- f 
ceſs ſhould happen. I cannot help taking this 
opportunity of being at liberty to ſay. ſomething . 
in regard to what was ſaid the other day, which 
ſhews the neceſſity of having all thoſe matters be- 
fore us, becauſe [ did certainly hear in this Houſe 
aſſerted, that if theſe reſolutions had been diſcuſſed * 
on the other ſide, and in conſequence of their 
appearing more fayourable to this country than 
they ought to be in fairneſs, that each was rejected, 
and the original tenth 1 ſubſtituted in 
their place. I really believe I ſpeak upon | 
— when Fedare, that foch £ * 
did not happen. The honourable gentleman will 
allow me to intimate to him, he received his in- 
formation from ſome quarter not thorougly in- 
formed upon the ſubject. The queſtion was ne- 
ver objected to in that reſpect; but as there was 
a difficulty in wording the reſolution, it was thought 
moſt adviſable to refer to this country for an ex- 
planation of their own reſolution in the bill. So 
far from making it an objection, it was only - 
| con- 
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conſideration that where the meaning of two coun- 
tries, ſit uated as thoſe were, was not cleatly un- 
derſtood, there was no kind of doubt it would be 
turther explained when left to themſelves. I beg 
leave to mention another circumſtance, which will 
operate upon the Houſe, becauſe, after all, Iſhould' 
wich to inform the Houſe that in the concluſion 
of the formation of this bill, it ſhall be my wiſh 
that nothing ſhould be conſidered as complete on 
either ſide, till a mutual declaration of ſatisfaction 
ſhall have paſſed in both parliaments. So that 
whatever bill paſſed in Great Britain, it ſhould not. 
have the operation of law in Great Britain till this 
country ſhould have declared its ſatisfaction by a 
bill; and the ſame on the part of Great Britain. 
By this means, to the very laſt moment, there will 
be the cleareſt opportunity to endeavour to re- 
move and arrange any fort of difficulties, if any 
ſhould ariſe, after the diſcuſſion of the bill, in 
whatever ſhape they can be brought. I have, with 
great tediouſneſs and great dullneſs, endeavoured 
to lay before the Houſe the buſineſs. I have only 
to intreat them to conſider, that the nature of the 
fr and the reſtriction to endeavour to make 
mylelf 
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a underſtood, will excuſe any heavineſs and 
dullneſs of language I muſt naturally be led into 
upon this occaſion. ee eee | 
I ſhall fay very little more before I trouble the 
Houſe with. reading to them ſome clauſes, that 
they may ſee in what manner I would convince 
them that the condition I would propoſe will in no 
degree infringe upon the conſtitutional rights of 
the country, and indeed puts out of the queſtion 
every queſtion of the conſtitution or legiſlature, 
There are ſome additions which they will perceive 
introduced merely for the purpoſe of preventing 
ſmuggling. There is one object I would patti- 
| ON __cularly 


. "8 
oe Fo 
cularly mention to the Houſe in regard to this ar- 


rangemnent:. it will be remembered, that in the 
rear 1780 an act paſſed, in which there is a con- 


dition that the ſhall ſubſiſt ſo long as the ſame 


ſhall be obſerved in this country, There is aclear 
condition to be ormed by this country, with 
the alternative that the benefit ceaſes when the 
condition is not performed. I would proceed upon 
the. ſame principle with a larger obect; and con- 
ceiving that this ſettlement, which takes in ſo 
many objects, may be conſidered as a permanent 
ſettlement, becauſe it ſhould upon the whole view 
of it ſeem to be of ſuch mutual benefit, and by 
the experience of it be a conſtant benefit, they 
will be for ever diſpoſed to perform the conditions 
on both ſides. It will be remembered, that in the 
year 1780 there was a condition with regard to a 
certain portion of duties in favour of Great Britain, 
The propoſition at preſent under our conſideration 
will certainly remove all that difference between 
the two countries, and put them intirely upon the 
fame footing with regard to the goods of the one 
and the other. The great object in regard to the 
colony trade, and in reality to the. whole of this 
buſineſs, is, that ſecurity and permanence are the 
principal feature 'of it ; I mean that this country 
may be ſecure in the benefit,. though it be a bene- 
fit which ſhe is now in the d gars of—a benefit 
in à larger degree, both as well with regard to the 
intercourſe between the countries, as with regard 
to the colony trade, and only giving a preference 
that ſubſiſts at this moment. With regard to the 
linen manufacture, it will be attended- with the 
greateſt ſecurity, becauſe the whole of this muſt 
be defeated, or that preference muſt be continually 
iven. It is certainly neceſſary that the condition 
ſhould alſo be of a ſimilar nature, that the benefit 
| —_ | | and 


. 7 
r rr, Go oz ante mA on ann 


at the time of the 0 


1... ,, * na YT AIRS, Vo UL, WTO ESI NOD 


"x = 
"* 4 
« 20 5 
1 - 
— 


ö . 
* © * 
— 4 z , 2 
” * = , » Pi; * 
o 


&. £ 3s þ 
and ſecurity ſhould laſt no longet than. the condi- 
tion ſhould be performed. With regard to the 
colony trade and navigation laws, I would propoſe 
it to be made an indiſpenſable condition on the part 
of Great Britain, that we muſt be bound to per- 
form on the part of this country the ſame regula- 
tions as ſhall be paſſed in Great Britain for that 
purpore, I ſhall propoſe to put ſome exceptions 
to thoſe of 1780, particularly the article of rum T 
would wiſh to be excepted, and to ſtand 2 the 
footing it was before, Sir, there is under the ſame 


idea of a preference, for that is the object with 
tegard to this, there is another article to which I 


would carry that oo Every body will recolle& 

1E ti ject of the ſettlement of 1780, 
America was a colony of Great Britain, the trade 
to that country was a part of that which was grant- 
ed to this oountry. Since that, circumſtances have 
altered, and America with regard to both countries 
is to be confidered as a foreign ſtate. I would juſt 


wiſh to put the Houſe in mind that many attempts 


were made to endeayour to foree the miniſter on 
the other ſide in a matter he reſiſted with ſucceſs, 
the endeavouring to regulate the foreign trade of 


this country: I mention it, becauſe I underſtand 


that ſome ſort of doubts have been entertained that 
the objects go beyond the colony trade, and might | 
extend to all trade. It never was an object of thi 

ſettlement to interfere with the foreign trade of 
this country ; where ſimilar articles could be had 


from a colony, that a ſupply.in that particular 


ſhould have a preference given to it, with regard 
to the article coming from another country there - 
fore the general queſtion of ſubmitting all articles 
of the American States to an equal duty upon im- 
portation into Ireland, as imported into Great Bri- 
tain, was intirely * that it did not come with- 
| 2 g in 
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in bis object. This country was certainly clear! 
| 90 fully intitled to trade with it 2 Br — 


terms; but as there are particular objects that we 


have from the colonies, it is neceſſarily and na- 


turally one of the conditions in a ſettlement of this 


nature. I ſhall propoſe, on enumerated articles, there 
ſhall be the ſame rules obſerved in impofing duties 
;pot thempas is obſerved in Great Britain, upon the 
ces of oil, peltry, whale fins, rum from New- 
England. At the ſame time | beg it to be intirel 
underſtood, that the queſtion of the fair and fu 
right of the conſtitution was never in any d 


wiſhed to be interfered in. I could wiſh before 
T entirely diſmiſs this. ſubject, which they will 


have ſeen by looking at the Engliſh bill, that it is 
pro fed to make it an eſſential condition of this 
ſettlement, that the full right of the participation 
with the colonies of Great Britain, as well the pre- 
ſent as the future, ſhall be made the great object 
of it. It is in conſequence of that this Houſe will 
conſider, that ſo long as that is enjoyed in Great 
Britain, in whom moſt indiſputably exiſts the re- 

ulation, that this benefit ſhould be the ſame with 
Perlelf I cannot too often intreat the Houſe to 
conſider, and I will read the clauſe for that pur- 
poſe: That this is a matter propoſed ſimply as a 
condition of this ſettlement, continually expected 
of this country to perform as long as ſhe thinks it 
worth While to enjoy the benefit of the ſettlement. 
But at the ſame time if the ſettlement, and all the par- 
ticulars'ſhall appear leſs advantageous to her, ſhe 
might refrain to enact the particulir condition. In 


ſuch caſe ſne has a * to do it, though I never 
e 


will depart from the idea of this being a perfect 


and permanent ſettlement, becauſe founded on 
mutual ſettlement. I truſt that will be found a 
means of keeping it laſting and binding between 

| 22 the 
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the two countries. Sir, I am quite aſhamed®.— 

One material object ought to be mentioned in re- 
d to this, in order to complete the advantages 
t may be derived to both countries, from endea- 


vouring to clear away every fort of diſtinction be- 


tween them. 'There is one circumſtance, a mate- 
rial advan indeed to this country, it reſpects 
fail-cloth, which muſt be undoubtedly a great ob- 
ject to this country, becauſe it may ſo happen 
without diſadvantage to Great Britain. There are 
ſufficient foreign competitions which it may be our 
advantage to get rid of. In all this buſineſs I feel 
how neceſſary it is to intreat the Houſe to conſider, 
that in endeavouring to ſuggeſt to them any object 


. of advantage, I wiſh it may turn out that they may 


accord upon the principles of mutual . benefit to 
both countries. I ſhall propoſe ſome particulars 
in regard to fail-cloth that will remove a diſtinc- 
tion, and enable the furniſhing Britiſh veſſels with 
Iriſh ſail- cloth, it being to be conſidered the ſame 
as Britiſh. There is alſo another exception I 
would propoſe; it is upon a favourite and valua- 
ble object to this country, in the equalization upon 
the export of linen and proviſions, that they ſhall 


be conſidered as exempted from duty upon their 


export to the colonies — that they go out 


duty fre. 


In conſidering the various objects for conſidera- 
tion, it leads me juſt to mention, in paſſing two or 
three trifling ones, that need not be made objects 
of themſelves, copy-rights and patents. 1 do not 
mean to propoſe any thing that ſhall have any ope- 
ration in this country, unleſs they ſhall chooſe to 
follow the ſame principles here. I mean only the 
poſſibility of their being to be brought into this 
country, and then ſent back to Great * 


* 


The Houſe called out, Hear, hear, hear. 


that this. country ſhall be at liberty to do as they 


„ 
3 


1 : 
leaſe in that reſpect: It will be worthy of con- 
deration, whether a ſimilar power might be of 

advantage to them. There is another object, with 

regard to the fiſheries. 'Wiſhing to take into cons 


ſideration every object, ſome . not have 
e are not to be 


ſuggeſted themſelves at firſt. We | 
ſurpriſed, that in a diſcuſſon of this buſineſs the 
ſhape was enlarged, In the bill I would introduce 
thoſe objects under the degree of exceptions. I 
would propoſe that the fiſheries ſhould be upon a 
fair and equal participation of both countries. It 
ſhould be the condition ot this ſettlement, that the 
ſubjects ot this country ſhould have an equal right 


of fiſhing upon the coaſts of Great Britain with 


the people of Great Britain, in the ſame, manner 
they have a right to fiſh on the coaſts of this king- 
dom. There is one object more, and certainly 
new in conſiderivg it in this Houſe: I will take 
the liberty of mentioning, that in regard to the 
Eaſt- India trade the ſame principle was wiſhed to 


be followed as has taken place with regard to the 


weſtern colonies. Sir, every body knows that the 


charter of the Eaft-India Company muſt in ſuch 


a caſe as this have ſufficient reſpect paid to it; 


I will therefore propoſe in the bill to adjuſt this 
matter in ſuch a way that Ireland ay be intitled - 


to all advantages that Great Britain herſelf may 
enjoy; and ſo long as the trade ſhall be confined 
to the port of London, ſo long it ſhall remain on 
the ſame footing between. both countries. In caſe 
of the expiration of the charter, it ſhall be exactly 
on the footing it would have been to the other 


colonies, to have a mutual preference to the ſupply 
at 


of articles. from the Britiſh ſettlements in t 

country. The conſequence of this will be, I ſhould 
truſt, of very material advantage to this country. 
* In 


— 
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In conſequence of that it will be neceſſary to pro · 
poſe, as a condition of the ſettlement, that the 
1 to export goods from this country ſhall 
taken off, and this country admitted to the ex- 
of every article of export from Great Britain, 


And whatever ſubjects the Company to take goods 


om Great Britain; in that caſe the goods of Ire- 
land ſhall be conſidered as the goods of Great Bri- 
tain. I am not afraid to ſay I am E con- 
vinced that thoſe advantages muſt be much more 
eonſiderable to this country than any ideal advan- 
tage of ſubjecting herſelf to that trade upon a 
footing with Great Britain. | 

I hope I have gone through every thing, material 


I had io trouble the Houſe with. I am ſenſible I 


have done it very imperfectly, and more than I need 
have done, in taking up their time by anticipation, 

I wiſhed to ſtate the principles that might be the 
obje of the bill. I am convinced the examination 
of the bill will confirm it, that they will prove 
clearly commercial advantages to this country, and 
in no ſhape whatever is there any deficiency of re- 
gard, but on the contrary every regard paid to the 

l preſervation of the conſtitutional and legiſla- 


tive rights of this country in every caſe whatever, 


It is with that view I ſhall beg leave to read a 
clauſe I would wiſh now to ſtate to the Houſe. * 
*« And whereas by an act paſſed in this kingdom 
in the twenty-firſt and twenty-ſecond years of his 
Majeſty's reign, entitled an act for extending cer: 
tain of the proviſions contained in an act, entitled 
an act confirming all the ſtatutes made in England, 
reciting © that it is the earneſt and affectionate 
* deſire, as well as the true intereſt of his Majeſ- 
* ty's ſubjects of this kingdom, to promote as far 
* as in them lies the navigation, trade and com- 
* mercial intereſts of Great Britain as well —_ 
and, 
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land, and that a ſimilarity of laws, manners aud 


* cuſtoms muſt naturally conduce to ſtrengthen 


and perpetuate that affeftion and harmony which 
do, and at all times ought to ſubſiſt between the 
people of Great Britain and Ireland,” it is en- 

acted, that all ſuch clauſes and proviſions contained 


in any ſtatutes theretofore made in England or 


Great Britain, concerning commerce, as import to 


—— equal reſtraints on the ſubjects of England 
I 


reland, and to entitle them to equal benefits ; 
and alſo all ſuch clauſes and 2 contained 
id, as equally con- 


in any ſtatute made as afore 
cern the ſeamen of England and Ireland, or of 


Great Britain and Ireland, fave ſo far as the ſame 


have been altered or repealed, ſhould be accepted, 
uſed and executed in this kingdom, according to 
the preſent tenor thereof reſpectively: 

In order, therefore, to carry into further effect 
the earneſt and affectionate deſire of his Majeſty's 
ſubject in this kingdom to promote the navigati- 
on, trade and commercial intereſts of both king- 


doms, and in order to provide for ſecuring to the 


ſubjects of both a full and equal enjoyment in all 
times to come of the excluſive privileges of the 
trade and navigation of the empire, 1227 
ge it declared, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
it ſhall be held and adjudged to be a fundamental 
and eſſential condition of the preſent ſettlement, 


that all privileges, advantages and immunities 
which are now or may hereafter be enjoyed by 


ſhips built in Great Britain, or by ſhips belonging 
to his Majeſty's ſubjects reſiding in Great Britain, 
or by ſhips manned by Britiſh ſeamen, or by ſhips 
manned by certain proportions of Britiſh ſeamen, 


ſhall to all intents and purpoſes whatever be en- 
joyed in the ſame manner, and under the fame re- 
gulations and reſtrictions reſpectively by ſhips 


built 
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built in Ireland, or by ſhips belonging to his Ma- 
jeſty's [wer reſiding oi . by ſhips 
manned by Iriſh ſeamen, or by ſhips manned b 
certain praporinne of Iriſh ſeamen; and that all 
lawg w ich ſhall hereafter be enacted by the par- 
lament of Great Britain for ſecuring excluſive pri- 
vileges, „ and immunities to the ſhips. 
and mariners of Great Britain, and of the Britiſh 
colonies, ſettlements and plantations, ſhall ſecure 
the ſame privileges, advantages and immunities, in 
all reſpects, and in as full and ample manner, to 
the ſhips and mariners of Ireland, as to the ſhips 
and mariners of Great Britain, and of the Britiſh 
_ colonies, ſettlements and plantations ; and that the. 
like excluſive privileges ſhall from time to time be 
confirmed and ſecured in the ſame manner, and 
under. the ſame reſtraints and regulations, in this 
kingdom as in Great Britain, to the ſhips and ma- 
riners of Great Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh - 
colonies, ſettlements and plantations. | 

And be it declared, that it ſhall he held and ad- 
judged to be a fundamental and eſſential condition 
of the preſent ſettlement, that Iriſh fail cloth ſhall 
be.deemed Britiſh within the meaning of every act 
reſpecting the furniſhing of ſhips therewith, and 
be entitled to equal preference or advantage as 
Britiſh, for the ute of the Britiſh navy.” 


Mr. FLoop.—Ts not that very nearly a tranſcript 
of the Engliſh bill ?—nearly—if a difference I 
ſhould be glad to have it pointed out. I 

Mr. OxDe.—l1n reality it may be unneceſſary to 
read any more. In regard to the exception of 
linen, rum, &c. moſt certainly this is very differ- 
ent from the clauſes of the Engliſh bill, though _ 
certainly agreeing with it in the principle. It has 
this material difference, this makes it an indiſpen- 
ſable condition, that 8 Pritain ſhall in all On 
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laws with regard to the colonies and navigation, 
take care to extend equal benefits to the ſubjects 
of this kingdom. 

If there could poſſibly dwell in the mind of any 
man any imagination that 1s not intirely removed, 
I muſt till lament it as impoſſible to put things in 
the cleareſt point of view. I will not certainly now 
fay any thing more in regard to the queſtion at pre- 
ſent, except, Sir, that there was one particular, 
which I mentioned as a reaſon, that it would be 
infinitely preferable to proceed by bill, that we 
might clearly fee the condition of the ſettlement. 
The mode in which it would be propoſed to main- 
tain the compact is the permanency cf it, and upon 
which it might reſt. I hope and believe the per- 
manence of the ſettlement is not the leſs complete, 
becauſe it is in the power of England, ſhould they 
find themſclves injured by it, to defeat the whole 
purport of it. I would wiſh to trouble the Houſe 
with reading a clauſe to them for one moment. 
There is another thing to which I beg their parti- 
cular attention, becauſe from the whole tenor and 
arrangement of it, it muſt be clear, it never could 
be the intention, ſo neither does it appear in proof 
that can make it inconſiſtent with the independent 
legiſlature of the country : but, in order, if poſſible 
to put it out of diſpute, I would have the bill in 
ſomething like the following terms : 


And whereas no law made by the preſent Par- 
liament cn limit or reftrain the tree and unqueſti- 
ened exerciſe or diſcretion of any ſucceeding Par- 
liaments, who muſt be competent, equally as is 
the preſent, to every act of legiſlation whatever: 
And whereas the continuance of the preſent ſettle- 
ment muſt depend on the due obſervance in both 
Eingdoms of the ſeveral matters herein declared to 


be 
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be fundamental and eſſential conditions thereof, 
according to their true intent, ſpirit and meaning. 

« Beit declared, that the continuance of the pre- 
ſent ſettlement, and the duratiomof this act, and 
of every thing herein contained, ſhall depend up- 
on the due obſervance in the kingdom of Great: 
Britain of the ſeveral matters herein declared to be 
tundamental and eſſential conditions of the ſaid 
ſettlement, according to the true intent, meaning 
and ſpirit thereof.” 


I would read another clauſe in regard to its be- 
ing known when any infringement is made, jointly 


| declaring by both Houſes of Parliament that the 


ſame has not been duly obſerved. 

Provided, nevertheleſs, that all the ſaid funda- 
mental and eſſential conditions ſhall in all times be 
held and deemed to be, and to have been duly ob- 
ſerved in the kingdom of Great Britain, unleſs it 
ſhall have been expreſsly declared by a joint ad- 
dreſs of both Houſes of Parliament of this king- 
dom to his Majeſty, that the ſame have not been 
duly obſerved.” 


I have now 1 myſelf of that duty, and 
e kind attention they have 

given me, eſpecially as no man could be under 
more diſadvantages, from the extreme preſſure of 
other buſineſs, and which from the nature of it, 
it was not poſſible I could _ being tedious in 
taking up the time of the Houſe. I have only to 
add, I wiſh, and l have the preſumption to think, 
the Houſe will think it adviſeable to agree to the 
motion I ſhall make for leave to bring in a bill, 
that we may take every ſtep to collect the infor- 
mation of the country : For that purpoſe, I have 
my Lord Lieutenant's commands to lay before this 
Houſe copies of the proceedings of the Britiſh 
Parliament, copics of the addreſs, &c. as well as a 
x F 2 variety 
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'#., variety of papers, of which I hope the Hoilſe will 
indulge me in giving in a ſchedule to-morrow 


" 


Ke . and to conclude, at the fame time; with 


umbly making a motion for leave to bring in a 


„ vill to effectuate the ſettlement of the trade and 
3 ntercourſe between Great Britain and Ireland, u 


on juſt and equitable wor coy for the mutual 


benefit of both countries. matter I hoped 
to take notice of is, that this is to regulate our 
matters ſo as to circulate the contents to the 
country ;;' therefore I ſhall certainly, as ſoon as it 
is in my power to bring in the bill, if the Houſe 


ſhall give me leave, I ſhall bring it in, and make 


a motion to have it printed, and then more to ad- 
journ for ſuch a time, as they ſhall think fit to 
give time for: the conſideration of it; and then at 
our meeting be ready to receive every petition, 
and give full attention to every thing that might 
contribute to our information, and the means by 
which we' might form a juſt judgment upon this 
buſineſs. 
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% Mr. ORDE upon preſenting the- bill ſaid: 
beg leave to be indulged with a few words; 


I ſhall not now after ſo many times as I have had 


the honour of reminding the Houſe of the pro- 
ceedings, with regard to this meaſure, do more than 
juſt to obſerve to them, that in obedience to the 
commands of this Houſe, this meaſure was under- 
taken by the government of both countries; ſo far 
as to project and bring forward a propoſition for 
the mutual benefit of both. The contents I hoped 
would effectually anſwer that purpoſe. I have de- 
clared, that on no ground whatever could thoſe 
who have been engaged in this, have any other 
view in this, or ſatisfaction, than as they might 
obtain that object. It is but juſtice to thoſe who 
have done government the honour of their ſupport. 
I amconvinced thoſe moſt in the confidence of go- 
vernment never would have given their recom- 
mendation of a meaſure that had not that ſtamp. 


Under thoſe circumſtances I took the liberty of 
applying for leave to bring in a bill, as the beſt 


mode of la ing before the public the propoſitions, 
about which their intereſt was intimately concerns 
ed; having done that, I wiſhed to have it under- 
ſtood, that my deſire certainly would be, that eve- 
ry neceſſary opportunity ſhould. be given for a full 
conſideration of it, and that in reality I ſtated I had 
effected a principal part of my duty, when I had 


brought it to this period, in which it might be laid 


before- the public. From that moment I ſhall 
conſider it in the poſſeſſion of the public, to do 
with it what they will: And it is on that I ſhould 
wiſh to collect their opinions, whe we proceed to 
that ſtage of the buſineſs to collect their —_—_ 
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er eee and move 
for leave for it to be printed, Mith à view to cir- 


culate it through the country, that gentlemen 
might have an opportunity of collecting the ſenſs 
of the country, and deliver that opinion here, 


Sir, from what paſſed in this aſſembly on the laſt 


day when we met, I am induced to ſuppoſe. that a 
very conſiderable time is required for that purpoſe. 
The opinion aroſe from the minority of this Houſe 


4 
=. 


at the time, compoſed of ſo many reſpectable 


gentlemen, who may be ſo well ſuppoſed to know 
the ſenſe of the country, I ſhould be ſorry: not to 
pay ſufficient reſpect to them, With this view, 
though Ifill remain intirely of the very ſame 
opinion Jever was, one great object is to enforce 
the juſtification of government, and the ſriends of 
government, that this meaſure ſhould be ſeen and 
conſidered. It is not my intention to make any 
further motion reſpecting this bill during the pre- 
ſent ſeſſiun of parliament: my rea ſon for that is, 
that the opinion of the public is formed upon a 
very miſtaken idea with regard to this bill, yet 
whatever is done is meant for the benefit of this 
country, and by no means to anſwer the ends of 
adminiſtration, or the friends of it, unleſs it ſhall 


of gentlemen, that it would be. 
ſeſſion ſhould elapſe without fart 
that the country might have time t 
that the country taight then be at. 
what ſteps they thought proper; 


ſeſſion commences, the country will hav! 
cieat ti ger it. 1.1% yon 2 
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